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Before You BeginYour Walk

Long before it was parceled into grand estates and later
into subdivisions, the American Indians called the high
land rising up above Shady Grove Creek “Dry Ridge.”
The ridge ran north and south across the land that John
and James Marshall purchased in 1832 and across part
of the Sarpy Tract that Pierre Choutean Jr. subdivided
in 1845, Bare and exposed in the hot sun, the land
provided beantiful vistas.

Irs 13‘15. ithe Siate of Mizssouri construcied Il'h:j:FE:rmn
Barracks Hi.'li'lll_',' Boad ll-ung T.'lr}' R.ulgz ru.rmingﬁ'mn
Manchester Boad t-u_]cFF:mn Barracks. When Artemus
Bullard came 1o F-I'E'I-Eh the first sermon at the new
Preshyterian church in 1845, he was so taken with the
couniryside he decided that along the ridge he would
build a prep school and college to rival Princeton,
Bullard suggested that the area be called “Rock Hill” and
the church be called “Rock Hill Presbyterian Church,”

It is o wonder then that seme of the first St. Louis boasi-
nessmen to build homes in the area chose 1o build along
Diry Ridge, now called Rock Hill Road. The Misourd
Pacific Railroad opened the area to commuters in 1853,
and Bullard's Webster College for Boys opened that same
vear. In 1857, John Philip Helfenstein, a partner in the
whaolesale Erocery business of Helfenstein & Gore, buaile
a summeT oottage on Rack Hill Road. Thres veard lates,
he built a brick lalianate mansion on the same BO acres,
establithing a grand estate and family connections that
would fuel much of the early development of the new
eormmunity of Webster Groves.

During the Civil War, Helfenstein did not want Union
soldiers marching past his house when they traveled down
Fock Hill Road, also known as Rock Hill Military Road,
1o Jefferson Barracks, so he fenced in his entire 6O acres.
This forced seldiers on Rock Hill Road to cut over at
Lockwood Avenue and march up Jefferson Barracks Road
{1voday's Jefferson Road) to Jackson Avenue and then cut
back over 10 Bock Hill Road to get to the barracks. Local
children nicknamedahe property "Hell Fenced In.”

In 1865, after the war, Robert Studley, owner of the

R.P. Studley Printing Company, built a frame ltalianate
mansion on & large tract of land on Rock Hill Road.

The nest vear, his friend, Edward Rice, secretary and
treasurer of the R. P. Studley Printing Company, built a
large Federal Seyle house o Jefferson Road and Jackson
Avenue, These and a few other large estates with Ialianate
mansbons were all that sicod along Dry Ridge during the

recession of the 18703,
continued om the folloming bapr
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In the late 1880s, retired businessmen living in Webster
Groves began to subdivide their estates and build large.
frame Cueen Anne houses for their children or as fpecu-
lative ventures to attract other successful businessmen to
Webster Groves, Webster Groves was becoming a suburb.
Commuter trains made {i posible to work in St. Louis,
yet escape the dust, smoke and cholera epidemics that

plagued the city each summer.

In the 18905, other St. Louis businessmen bought lots

in Webster Groves subdivisions and hired Webaster Groves
carpenters like John Prehn and John Berg 1o build
Queen Anne and American Foursquare howses for therm
8o they could raise their children in the country, A few

of the avant garde built Shingle Siyle or Colonial Revival
houses with classical details. From the turn of the centary
v the 19208, Webster Groves builders such as the
Horipool Brothers and Robert Mackey filled in the
wacant lots between the older homes with Craftsman
houses and bungalows, taking their designs from The
Craftiman magazine or assembling them from home

kits purchased from Sears Roebuck.

I the 19204, real estate developer Wilford P. Joy buili
revival l.l.:r]t houses of stucco un__leﬂ':nqm Road, Blackmer
Place, Planthurst and Gn:r avenues. His !rmd[nh:r,
Edward, and his father, Justin, had developed Old
Crrehard and baailt many of the houses there, and now
Wilford was cantinuing the family's building tradition.
As each house was completed and for sale, Wilford Joy
held an open house on a Sunday afterncon, wearing a
tuxedo and a wall silk hat.

Sites on the Historic Webster Walks have been selected
for their architectural or historical value, and they are
identified in this book by the names of the people or
businesses that originally occupied them, Distinguished
sites have been swarded bronze medallions which are
embedded in the sidewalks in front of those sites, Your
plﬂebﬂ-ﬂk miotes the sites as follows:

O Medallion, distinguished site
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The Ridge at Rock Hill Road Walk

This Historic Webster Walk will lead you througha
wonderfully diverue collection of 19th and 2oth century
architecture, one of the trademarks of this community.

The entire 2.2 -mile walk is paved and covers flat to pertly sloping
terrain. Portions of this walk are also covered by the Heart of Webster
Historic Walking Towr No. 1.

Begin your walk on West Lockwood Avenue in downiown
Webster Groves, at the driveway into the Old Webster
Public Parking lot. For over 100 years, Lockwood Avenue
has carried residenis to and From the bustling businesses,
churches and schools of Webster Groves, Look across the
street and to your right, toward the southwest corner of
Lockwood and Gray avenues. Here you will see the
Craftsman -style Webster Company Building, capped

by a elassic green-tiled roof.

D 200-202 West Lockwood Ave.

The Webster Company Building (1923, Craftiman)

The Webster Real Estate Company, owned by Marshall
W. Warren. built this building in 1923, the year the first
zoning ordinance was passed. The zoning ordinance
restricted the building of commercial property to those
areas already developed commercially. Thus, Lockwood
Awenue was zoned commercial from Plam Avenue wes
to Rock Hill Read.,

Brennan's Grocerteria, a sell-service grocery store,
occupied the corner store until 1938. The corner store
was vacant for teo years dur.i.ng the [lepmui.uh. until Hans
Lemckes, & p-u-]_:l.rllr band instructar from the hiﬂj’l school,
opened an appliance store here in 1940, The Thistle Tea
Room, known For its fireplace and a cozy atmodphere,
oceupied the two storefronts on the south end in the

15208 and F05.
Tum fa your right and begim walking west down Lockwood Avenue.

D 211 West Lockwood Ave.

Straub’s Grocery Store (1956, Modern Vernorulor)

William Straub was born in Kirkwood, the oldest of
peven children, His father died when William was 14, and
Straub dropped out of school 1o support his family. He
founded the Wm, A. Straub Grocery Company in 1910

in the Bristal Building a1 the corner of Gore and Lockwood
aveniues. As the business grew, Straub expanded 1o 40
Went Lockwood Ave, in 1926, In 1956, his son constructed
this building which was extensively remodeled in 2002.

‘Webiter Graved Histadical Bocialy

D) 231 West Lockwood Ave.

Reliable Life Insurance Company (1964, Calonial Revival)
Bernal Tatman, August [ekel and Dr. Charles Martes
founded the Reliable Life Insurance Company in 1912

in downtown 54, Louis 1o provide accident and health
insurance to African Americans, whom other insurance
companies refused 1o cover, The company moved to
Webater Groves in 1947, This building was conutraced
in 1966 and is a copy of the governor’s mansion in
Williamsburg, Va.

As you approoch the imdersection of Lovkwood Asenue and Bock
Hill Road, youT see o tiny white building ahrad of you ot the
nonthwest corner,

(D Northwest Corner of

Lockwood Avenue and Rock Hill Road

St Louis Public Service Company Shelter

{co. 1940, Vernaculor)

This building was constructed just before Warld War Il by
the 51, Louis Public Service Company, the conglomerate
that owned all of the old sirectcar lines, o serve as a rest
stop for conduciors of the 5t. Louis and Meramee
Highlands Electric Car Line. The Meramee Highlands
Line (called the Manchester Line if you were going east)
was constructed in 1896 and ran oun Manchesier Avenue
through Maplewood, down Summit Avenue, and west
on Lockwood 1o Kirkwood. The streetcars could turn
around st Rock Hill Road or they could contine 1o the
terminus at the Meramec Highlands Amusement Park.

The present westhound lane of Lockwood Avenue. west
of Rock Hill Road, was devoted 1o a two-track streetcar
right-of-way. The litthe shelter is owned by the Bi-State
Drevelopment Agency, and bus drivers many still stop
there. Becently history buffs restored the yellow-and-
black loge of the 5t. Louis Public Service Company on
the side of the litile shelier.

Now lsok geross Lackwood Avenue fo the mp-u:.l'r"ﬂurl'mu:r
Courd ﬁpuﬂmnupr the southeed mrmnfﬂ-udr Hill Rood and
Lockmood Avenue.

Q220 West Lockwood Ave.

Roclwoad Court Apartments (1928, Tudor Bevival)
This brick-and-suceo spartment building was built for
the Lavmer Realty Company by Widmer Engineering
for an estimuted cost of $100,000, It was the second
apartment building in Webster Groves. Cyrus Peterson
built the first apartment building in 1917 around an old
farmbouse just north of here, s the corner of Bock Hill
Road and Nomh Gore Avenue, This is a strong example
of Tudor Revival architecture, a romantic imitation of
the English houses built of plaster and timbers during
the rﬂ.!'n of the Tudors in the Middle .hgr_l The maost
dh:inr.iilhi.n!thmt:ﬁ.ﬂij; of Tudor Revival is the
mgh :iml;r:ring' :-:l:_pqmpd im the I:I'i.l.T!E]E of the Ep'ht-:.
The pmjn:l:ing hl.:r above the main door and the quud
lancet windows are also key Tudor elements.
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Cross Lockwood Asenue and begin malling along “Dry Ridge ™ as you
head south on Rock Hill Road,

41 South Rock Hill Road
o
Charles 8. Blood (1908, Craftsman)

The architectural firm of Mariner & LaBeaume designed

this home for Charles Hlnn-d, who served an the Webster

Em:ﬂ:’.trﬁoumﬂlndu mp:ri.ﬂl.endml of the Webster

Groves Presbyterian Church Sunday School. Architee
Louis LaBeaume later designed the Kiel Opera House,

© 15 South Rack Hill Road
Robert H. Gross House (1907, Modified Fourguare)

Robert Gross was a salesman with the Carlton Dy Goods

Company. He and his wife, Adelaide. lived here until
19149, This eclectic house features elements borrowed

from a variety of styles, including an Arts and Crafts arch,
a classical fromt porch, dentil molding, a bracketed gable

and a central bay window topped with a balustrade, The

newer garage behind the house repeats the arch element.

.ﬂ 45 South Rock Hill Road
I]ll'l:llll L. Sloss House '['J‘j'-l:lﬂ.. E—l’ﬁﬁlrndn_]
Built in 1904 for James L. Slass by Horfpool Brothers,
this home is a blend of the Crafisman and Prairie l:qrhl
with a hmﬂf Fl.-l:md. Fromnt pnn:h. wide eaves, irn-Eullr
massing and a low-sloped roof. This style was made
p-u-]:u.'ll.r hr,- Custav El:iilqr's magarine, The l'.-‘ruﬁ:mmn. imi
the early 20th century. James Sloss was a clerk at the
Mational Bank of Commerce, and the home remained
in the Slows family until 1996.

O 47 South Rock Hill Road

Carrie Helfenstein Simmons House (1900, Jween Anne)

The classic Queen Anne howse at the northwest corner
of Rock Hill Road and Helfenstein Avenue was built in
tg1e for Carrie and Havelock Simmons., This is some-
what of a surprise because the elegant Cueen Anne style
of archilecture with fis towers, turrets, bay windows,
porches and elabarate, carved decoration was waning

in popularity by 1913, The rock foundation alse suggess

that the house was built before the turn of the century.
These IIEJII.II. a few of the :inlr:iguing contradictions
:urn:undinx the hijl!n:rr of thii hoame.

Carrie's faiher wjn'hn P‘hiJﬂ: Helfenstein, ithe Webater
Girowsr picneer who built a mansion south of here at 195

South Rock Hill Road in 1860. He and his wife, Mary
Ann, had five daughters and a son. In 1886, the
Helfensteins gave their oldest daughter, Alice, two acres
on the west side of |efferson Road, between Lockwooad
and Helfenstein avenues. Three years later. they gave
their daughter. Kate, two acres on Jefferson Road at
Swon Avenue and their daughter, Carrie, two scres on
Jefferson Boad, north of Helfenstein Avenue. Carrie
married Havelock Simmons whose family lived at 195

Crray Ave. Simmons became a director of the Ely, Walker

[lr:f Gronds C-nmplnr, and he and Carrie built a house
on their two-acre lot east of here in 1891,

'E Wabialer Biswas Hislarical Sacinky

The Go- Fhul-m:rl: Helfenstein Property was Enrnu]]r
subdivided three times, first in 1888, again in 1904 and
yet again in 1908, With each subdivision, many of the block
and lot numbers changed, making it difficult to trace
deeds and property 1ax records, However, these records
show that in 19049, Carrie and Havelock purchased this
lot at 47 Rock Hill Road and built their Queen Anne
home here. This was their address when Havelock
Simmons died in 1912. There is 8 ramor that this is
nctually the house that Carrie and Havelock Simmions
built on Jefferson Road in 1891 and that it was placed
on logs and rolled to this location in 1910,

108 South Rock Hill Road

Frank (). Bayless House {1909, Crafteman)

Frank ), Bayless was a manufacturer, the president of
the 51, Louis Silver Company, located at 118 Chestnut Se,
in 51, Louis, Before building this house, Bayless and his
wife, Edith Swanley Bayless, lived at 163 South Elm Ave.
The Crafisman detailing on this house includes triangular
knee-braced brackets and decorated rafier ends. Note
the geometric patterns formed by the half-timbering, a
building technique in which exposed framework is filled

with plaster.

@ 135 South Rock Hill Road

John Philip Helfenstein House (1860, alianate)

John Philip Helfenstein was born in Frederick, Md.,

in 1816 and came to St. Louis in 1838. He got a job asa
clerk in the store of Roben Campbell and rented a room
at Bth and Olive streets where he met Stephen Gore and
his family, recently from Boston. Helfenstein married
Core's daughter, Mary Ann, and went into business
with Gore's son, Stephen, Jr., operating Helfensiein &
Crore & Company, Wholesale Groceries, on the levee.
Stephen, Jr. married Helfenstein's sister, Anna. In the
late 18505, Stephen Gore's brother, William, moved o
Webster Groves, and Stephen Gore and John Helfenstein
soon followed.

Helfensein bought 60 scres on Rock Hill Road in 1857
and buili a board -and-baten summer cotage st the top
of the hill. To construct his large, brick Italianate mansion,
hee busilt a railroad dpur to move the materials up the hill
1o the house site. [t is rumored that he contracied 1o use
ilave labor 1o build the house, bui 11 i3 also rumored thar
he was an abolitionist and helped runsway slaves.

Helfenstein retired in 1860 and moved 1o his mansion in
Webster Groves in 1861, He sold the board-and-batten
cottage 1o Edward Avery, a teacher at the Webster College
for Boys and the Wyman School in 5t. Louis. Avery
moved the cottage 1o the corner of Cedar and Gray,
where Bristol Primary School now stands,
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A close Friend of Ulysses 5. Grant, Helfenstein served on
the board of directors of two small railroad companies
and was appointed by the Misouri Legislature to be a
director of the Bank of the State of Missouri. With Robert
Studley and William Plant, Helfenstein founded Chapel
Grove Seminary, a private school for their children, and
after the Civil War the three helped to establish the
Congregational Church of Webater Groves.

Helfenstein's six children all lived in Webster Groves as
adults, Aliee married John W, Slaughter, the son of
Helfenstein's former business pariner, Thomas |.
Slaughter. John Slaughter was a Confederate veteran
and the suditor for the Simmons Hardware Company.
Helfenstein gave the couple two acres on the west side
of Jefferson Road, in the middle of the block between
Helfenstein and Lockwood avenues, The young
Slaughters got a mortgage from the Webster Groves
Building and Loan Association in 1887, but their house
mary have burned becawse they lived for most of their
married lives in Alice's father's howse,

Mary wed William Bell, Kate married N. D). Thompson,
owner of the largest publishing howse west of New York,
and they built a frame mansion on her father’s property
at the corner of Swon Avenue and | efferson Road, Tha
house is gone, but the stone wall that surrounded it
rernains. Carrie married Havelock Simmons and they,
too, built a house on her father’s property. Louise Marie,
nicknamed Lulu, never married, nor did Philip, a siylish
eccentric, They both lived in the Helfenstein mansion
with their parents and the Slaughters. Both John and
Mary Ann Helfenstein died in 1890; their descendants
owned the house wnnil 1944

Continue on Rock Hill Road until you reach West Siwon Avenue.
Tiern left.

D 315 West Swon Ave.

Alexander Pierce House (1909, Tudor Revival}

Alexander Pierce was sssociated with the plumbing supply
business in 51, Louis For more than Afty years. He wasan
executive of the N.O. Nelson Manufacturing Company
and twice served as the president of the Central Supply
Association, a nationwide plumbing supply assecistion.
His broaher, Lawrence, built the Pieree Building which is
now part of the Adams Mark Hotel in downtown 51, Louds,

James P. Jamieson, a partner in the renowned architectural
firm of Cope and Stewardson, designed this classic Tudor
Revival house for Plerce in 1909, Jamicion slso designed
the original campus of Washingron University and the
Frank Thompson House on Big Bend Blvd., which now
houses the music school of Webster University, This
home ks o textbook example of Tudor Bevival archilecture
with {is half-timbering-over-shingle construction and a
heavy pendant that extends down from the peak of the
gable. The variows window styles are also typically Tudor,
some with diamond panes and some multi-paned
exsements, plus a projecting oriel window.

Wehatas Graves Migtaslas! Sealely

When you reach Blackmer Place, hurn right ond walk down this seclud -
ed, bree - lined dreet, named for the Blackmer family. Lucien Blackeer
oamed the Blackmer & Post Pipe Company, makers of vitrified clay
sewer pipes, in downtomn St Louis. He helped to estoldich the Webster
Groves Building and Loan Amociation in 1884 when he and his wie,
Caroline, lived on Marshall Place. The family moved here in 1851

@ 205 Blackmer Place

Albert Blackmer House (1927, Coloniol Revival)

Albert E. Blackmer was the son of Lucien R, Blackmer
and grew up next door in the house at 225 Blackmer
Place. In 1926, the elder Blackmers moved their home on
logs to make room for Albert 1o build this house next to
theirs. Albert contracted with Wilford P, Joy 1o built this
classic Colonial Revival house in 1927. Albert became the
vice president and sales manager of his father’s company.

@ 225 Blackmer Place

Robert P. Studley House (1865, ltalianate)

Robert Page Studley of New Hampshire and his wife,
Mary Hutchings of Massachusetts, came to St. Louis in
1853. Studley founded the R. P. Studley Printing
Company, one of the first printing companies in 5t. Louis.
The family moved 1o Webster Groves after the Civil War
and lived in a two-story log cabin near the present site of
Merinx Hall while this house was being built. They moved
in on New Year's Day in 1866, Studley helped 1o found
Chapel Grove Seminary, a private school located on
Lockwood Avenue at Jefferson Road, in 1865 and the
Congregational Church of Webster Groves in 1866.

The Studleys had four daughters. Studley’s son-in-law
Edward 5. Hart was an executive with the B. P, S'I.l.ldlt'!a'
Printing Company and built a large house at 131 South
Maple Ave. Hart served as the third mayor of Webster
Croves and founded the Webster Groves Boy Scouts.
S-I.udltr sold his lialianate mansion to Lucien B. Blackmer
in 1891, [t included the surrounding 10 acres and a long.
eurved drive that led up to the house from large stone
pillars at Jefferson and Swon. The home's ornate details
include heavy window pediments supported by curving
console brackets; hooded windows on the side elevations
and third floor dermers; and a bracketed cornice.

As you continue down Blackmer Place, you'll see many
houses built by Wilford P. Joy. like the one at 205
Blackmer Flace. Joy was the grandson of Edward Joy who
brought his family and his lumber business to 5t. Louis
from Burlington, lowa. in 1875, Edward and his sons,
Justin and James, established Joy Brothers & Company,
selling wholesale lumber which they shipped down the
Mississippi River from Wisconsin on steamboats and
rafts, For 20 years beginning in 1887, Edward and [ustin
Jov developed much of Old Orchard to the east, laying
gut Od Orrehard Park and five other subdivisions and
building unique Queen Anne houses.
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Beginning in 1909, Justin's son, Wilford, continued the
tradition by building Craftsman style houses in the Old
Orrchard ares and then all over Webster Groves in the
revival siyles that were popular in the 19205 Colonial
Revival, Tudor Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival and
Dutch Colonial Revival, He also built bungalows.
Wilford's houses were almost always stuces.

In 1924, the Blackmer Place subdivision was laid out. and
Jor busilt the Tudor Revival houses a1 240 and 265
Blackmer Place in 1925. He built the Spanish Calonial
Revival houses st 260 and 275 Blackmer Place in 1926,
Of particular note is 265 Blackmer Flace:

@265 Blackmer Place
Wilford P. Joy House (1925, Tudor Bevival)
In the 19403, Carletta Ravering, the widow of John
Raverino, lived here with her sons, Albert, Francis and
Mario. The Raverinos were partners in the REF
Spagheni Company. Joseph A. Freschi, another partner,
lived a block away, st 214 Jefferson Road.

Return to West Swon Asenue. Turn right and follow the stane mall fo
the maive stone pillars al the cormer.

@ Northwest Carner, Swon Avenue and Jefferson Road
N.ID}. Thompson's Stone Wall
Nathan D. Thompson owned the largest publishing house
west of New York City. N.D. Thampson & Co. published
history, travel, adventure, agriculture, horticulture and
livestock books, plus a book on Stanley and Livingston's
adventures in Africa, Profuse illustrations were s fpecialty.
Thompson also published Bibles illustrated with
photographs, guide books for the 1904 World's Fair
and the Journal of Agricudture, a weekly maguzine.

Thompson married Kate Helfensein, the daughuer of
John Philip Helfenstein. Helfenstein gave the newlyweds
# large lot on which they built a huge, frame Queen Anne
mansion around 1892, Thompson helped 1o incorporate
the City of Webster Groves in 1896, and he served on the
city council and the Webster Groves School Board. The
Thompsons built homes throughout Webster Groves to
help attract other families to the area. N.D. Thompson
died in 1917.

The stone wall runs along all Four sides of the old
Thompson property. A stonemason who owed a debt

o either Thompson or a later owner of the house built
the wall to pay off his debt. The Thompson house was
warn down in the late 19508 to make way for the two
moedern houses on the south half of the property. The
second house from the corner (151 Jefferson Road)
incorporates the front steps of the old Thompson house,

1“ Webiatad Gisgvad Hidlsilcal Bozinky

Turm left en fefferson Road and look of the third house from the comner.

E.l-{-l:,;d’ﬁ:mn Road
George H. Bowles House (1911, Bungolow)
GE&I!‘EBDHI.EIM.IIII‘HT:I-%I&H}I: and his wife
Margaret moved to Eagle Lake, Tex., they sold their house
to Ernest and Loretto Koken who lived here from 1915 10
1536. Ernest Koken was the secretary and treasurer for
thie Banner [ron Works, m'.ig'i.n.l].'lr called the Koken Iron
Warks and founded 'I:r:p Ernest's father, Willam T. Koken.
The slate roof, copper ril:lge cap and roof extenzion that
forms a colonnaded front porch suggest the Norman

Cottage Style.

Q135 Jefferson Road
Fred R. Mott House (1912, Shingle Style)
This rustic Shingle Style house with a red tile roof was
designed by architect W. A. Caldwell for Fred E. Mo, the
general superintendent of the Bell Telephone Company.

Cross Jefferson Asenue and walk back feward Swon Avemue, past the
Frederick 5. Plant Wildlife Sanciuary.

@ Northeast Corner, Jefferson Road and Swon Avenue
Frederick 5. Plant Wildlife Sanciuary (1935)
Frederick Plant was the son of Alfred Plant, an early
resident of Webster Groves and owner of 40 scres
bounded by [efferson, Jackson, Gray, and Swon svenues,
plus 3-1/2 acres on this corner where his house stood.
Alfred and his brothers, William, George and Samuel,
owmed the Plant Sud.ﬂumlun':.', founded brlhe:ir father
in 1845. Alfred and William moved to Webster Groves
before the Civil War and were founders of the
Congregational Church in 1866.

Alfred’s son, Frederick, worked at the seed company and
married Nellie Vail, but they had no children. Frederick
and MNellie adopted an orphan named Anne Tandrup
from the St. Louis Protestant Orrphans Home. Anne
lived with the Mants and took care of their home sven
after she married Thomas Pickens. Pickens miust have
died young, for Frederick Plant"s will qug':lg Enve Anne s
son., Howard Pickens. enough money to attend college
and support him uniil age 0.

When Nellie Plant died in 1939, her will left her home at
Swon and Jefferson to the City of Webster Groves 1o be
used as the Frederick 5. Plant Wildlife Sancousry. The
will stipulated that Anne Pickens could live for the rest of
her life in a small house that Nellie had built for her on
the north side of the property. The rest of the property
was to be maintained as “a haven for squirrels. dogs and
birds and shall be open to the public.” The city tore down
the Plant howse at 243 West Swon Ave. and built a brick
pergela on the site, as Mrs, Plant had requested. When
Anne Pickens died in 1964, the city tore down her small
house at 142 [efferson Ave. The Plant Wildlife Sanctuary
is the second oldest park in Webster Groves, after Larson
Park, and it is m..linuin-:d.h}- nl:igh'bm‘hnnd Lrusiess.
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Continue south on Jefferson Rood acros Wed Swon Asenwe. As you
make pour way fo 365 Jefferson Road, pou Il be walking through three
subdivisions farmed from large estates in the early 19005, The east side
of Jefferzan Road ix in the F.5. Plant Subdivision, laid out by Frederick
Plant in 1904, Bristel Road was created af thad iime as te subdivison’s
southern barder. The west side qﬂ!ﬁ'ﬂﬁﬂ Rood is fdit between the
Blackmer Ploce Subdivition, loid ouf by Caraline Blockmer in 1924, and
the Nellie Vol Plarst Subdivision, koid ot by Frederick Plantin 1929

These blacks of Jefferson Road are lined with homes build from o wide

of materials (frame, brick, stucco,) and in o wide range of
architectura styles { Tudor Revivod, Bungalow, Federal and Dutch
Colonial). Many of the stucco homes wene built by Wilford P. foy. [n
particular, mote the false thatched rocf wilh its rounded edges on the
Tudor Revival home al 2 14 fefferson Road; the brick work and red iale
roaf at 295 Jefferson Rood, reminiscent of the Mediterranean style;
the former hame of artist and publisher Mary Engelbreit ot 300
Jefferson Road and the medieval - infpired cantilevered story on the
howse of 44 Jefferson Road,

D 364 Jetferson Road
Edward P. Rice House (1866, Federal Revival)
Edward P. Rice served as the secretary and treasurer of
the R. P. Studley Printing Company. When he buile this
Federal Revival home just after the Civil War, it faced
Gray Avenue to the east and had a long winding drive
coming up from Gray Avenue and a stable to the north.
At that time, Jefferson Barracks Road was only a cart path
behind the house,

In 1879, Rice sold the house 1o Archibald and Anna
Robinson. Archibald was the brother of Angelica
Robinson Lockwood and George Robinson, a founder of
Ralston Purins, both of whom lived in Old Orchard,
Archibald Robinson commnted in 1o St. Louis where he
worked for the Liverpool, London and Globe Fire
Insurance Company. The Robinsons had five children,
In 1890, Robinson built a Shingle Style cottage on the
Gray Avenue side of his property for his son, Alexander.

Turn lefi ot West fJackson Asenue and left agoin af Gray Avenue.
fmu;inr I!.Frtupdrlﬂ ﬂf‘-ﬂﬂd o which the Rice ﬁuuxmnfwlb
situgted, before other homes were built and roads criscrosed the area.

D 364 Gray Ave,
Warren H. Simmons House (18573, Colenial Revival)

Warren Simmaons was a son of Charles Simmons, the sec-
retary of the 51, Louis Coron Exchange. Warren grew up
at 133 Gray Avenue and later worked for the Bemis Bag
Company. He married essie McComb, the daughter of
the minister at Webster Groves Presbyterian Church.
The Simmons house was designed by Cass Miller, the
archilect who designed the 5t. Louis Public Library. The
house has a eireular atrium in the center, allowing sunlight
to shine dewn from a skylight above the third floor.
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@ 351 Gray Ave,
Alexander P. Robinson House (1890, Shingle Style)
Alexander Robinson was the son of Archibald Rebinson
who lived in the mansion behind this house, at the Lo
of the hill. Alexander was the lu]:u:r.inl:ndml of the
Waters Pierce Ohl Cnmp.ln}', il BecTed :'|.1|1e|i|:'|.'i.lr|::rI n”uhn
D. Bockefeller's Standard 04l Company. The eyebrow
dormer on the norih elesation, ]:mn-_r l.l:rln'u'b:ir.i.ﬂ].
massing and. of course, the shingle -covered esterior
are indicative of the Shingle Style that emerged at the
end of the 19th century and was most popular in coastal
Mew England.

Edwin Gloor House (1903. American Fowrsquare)}

Edwin Gloor worked for the Commaonwealth Feed
Company. In 1915, Gearge E. Francisco owned the
house, He was o paymaster for the Wabash Railroad.,
Leo MeCarthy bought the house from Francisco in 1929,
and it has been in the McCarthy family ever since. In
1930, the McCarthys changed the arientation of the
house when they closed off the original front entrance
and moved the front deor and the porch to the side of
the house. Thqr also combined the twa small plrlnn imn
the front of the howse to make one ]II.'E'E ]hring OO

0 326 Gray Ave.
J- E. Holland House {19256, Misowri Fernacular)
This eclectic house was built of rare Missouri red granite
for ]. E. Holland. a real estate broker, It is a true hybrid
with the frame of a Craftsman Sayle house, some
Bungalow elements and a green glazed -tile roof, The
stane pattern with iis contrasting mortar is referred 1o as
nn Oreark Giraffe; this distinetive style is populsr in rural
southern Missouri and usually feaures fieldstone which
contrasts even more dramatically with the dark mortar,

D 337 Gray Ave.
William L. Wright House (1901, Colonial Restaal}
This Neoclassical Colonial Revival house is one of the
largest houses in Webater Groves. It was built in 1901 for
William L. Wright . Wright was born in 5t. Louis County
in 1849 and married Oive Shirdand in 1853, He worked
for ':ﬂ].. Jlm-:: H.nﬂ.rlm:, the contracior for ithe stone
work on the Eads Hril:i!'l.-. Wright became friends with
Jarmes B, Eads, builder of the bridge, and afier Eads died
in 1887, Wﬁﬁt made a meﬂ.:i.nn af serving as the
executar of the Eads estate.

The Wrights had two daughters: Pear] Ella who married
John H. Clarkson of Chicago, and Elva Talcott who
married Walter T. Booth. Wright died in 1914, and his
daughters sold the house to Edward A. Frilz, a cleaner
and dyer, Frite and his wife, Sadie, owned the house for
96 years, through the 20s, 301 and 408, William M.
Ward, a lawyer with the law firm of Schneider, Ward &
Rolbasa, and his wife, Anne, purchased the house in
1950, It remained in the Ward family 52 years,
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This home is distinguished by its classical embellishments:
dentil moldings just under the roofline; trighphs and
bullseyes on the fascia boards under the eaves;
Adamesque Style ornamentation in the pediment over
the front door and a heavily constructed porte cochere.

@312 and 228 Gray Ave.
Richard Ghiselin Houses (1859, Jueen Anne)
Richard Ghiselin was the secretary of the Wood - Mawde
Milling Company. In 1889, he built these two similar
Queen Anne houses and a third Queen Anne house in
between at 300 Gray Ave. as investments. The CQueen
Anne house in the middle was torn down and replaced
with a modern ranch house in the 19508, A1 228 Gray
Ave.. note the fromt elevation's Stick Style gable and the
distinctive jerkinhead gable to the south. 312 Gray Ave.
features delicate, turned Queen Anne columns on the
side porch.

@231 Gray Ave,
Gertrude, Blanche, Hattie and Eugenie Brooks House
{rgo1, Colonial Revical)
This p:rfu-nllr :rmm:iri-r_ll Colonial Revival house was
built for sisters Gertrude, Blanche, Hattie and Eugenie
Brooks in Igol. Thieir £ll'l'|.'i]'r had moved to Webster
Giroves to a home on Big Bend Boulevard near Selma
Avenue in the 1880z, Afer their father died, 'I'J:ql sald
his 22 peres on the south side nfBigB-endlntmﬂe the
Pasadena Webster subdivision in 1923,

The home features smaller, Adamesque proportions on
the parch columns with a dominant Palladian window,
two bow windows and intricate detailing in the twin
dormers that project from the roof.

224 Gray Ave.
Robert Thompson House (1887, (Queen Anne)
Thompson was the son of A.B.M. Thompson and grew
up on Thompson Place to the north along Dy Ridge.
A B.M. Thompson was the secretary of the Collier Lead
andd CHl EqunPl.n'r and one of Webster's first commuters.
Robert Thompson was the bookkeeper for JA. Holmes &
Co., s lumber business with offices at $01 South 11th Se.
in downiown 51, Lonis. Lowis T. Maull owned this house
from 1955 until 1971, He served as vice president and
president of the Louis C. Maull Co., the barbeque sauce
company founded by his grandfather.

Fause af the corner of Gray and West Swon avenues and look acros
Swon at the house ot the mortheast corner.
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D 156 Gray Ave.
Frederick H, Gore House (1891, (ueen Aane)

This hame was a wedding present 1o Frederick and Jennie

Caore from Frederick's mother, Catherine '[K.I.I‘T':. Care,
the sister of early Webster Groves businessmen, Stephen
anid William Gore. {H-:r home is featured later an this

\nﬂ'._} Frederick Gore waz a Irl'mlinE:l.llum.:n . He married

Jeanette Simmons whose large family lived at 133 Gray
Avenue, Frederick and Jennie had three daughters and a
sor. When Frederick and Jennie grew old, they built and
maoved into the 1-1/2 story house next door and gave this
house to their daughter and son-in-law.

Turn right and waflk east om West Siwon Asenue.

@ 140, 130, 120 and 104 West Swon Ave.
Kate G, Thompson Houses (1897, (ueen Aane)
These four houses were constructed for Kate G.
Thempson as investments. She was the daughter of John
Philip Helfenstein and the wife of N.D. Thompson.

The Thompeons built these homes and others in Wehster

Groves 1o attract sucoessful businessmen and their
families 1o Webster Groves.

) 125 West Swon Ave.
Ben R. Foster House (1909, Shingle Siyle)
This Shingle Style house is distinguished by its dormer
windowss, cedar ﬂlingh: and Ell'nhl'll roof. Ben Foster
worked for the 531, Louis Globe Democra.

Turn left on South Gore Avenie and you T mobics o nembir of Dulch
Colonial Style homes adong this block, incdluding 175, 138, 139, 140
and 146 South Gore Ave. This stple mas popular in eoery suburd from
1900 Ie 1970. It features two striking characteristics copied from
hemes built by colenists of New Amserdam im the 17004 @ gambrel
reaf, also comman on barnd, and a Dutch door, dizided 5o that the
upprer balf could open while the lower holf nemained closed to keep the
barnyard animals ouf of the house,

Q131 South Gore Ave,
Henry H. Culver House {1896, (uten Anne)
This house was builifor H. H. and W, W, Culver, wha
founded the Wrought Iron Range Company in 1881 wilh
their brother L. L. Culver. Henry H. Culver developed
the land around Lake Maxinkuckes in [ndiana and
founded the Culver Hi.]ﬂ.lrrlm!ﬂuic Lhrr:-ﬂul\tr, Ind-,
was named for him. W. W. Culver became a millisnaire
as presicent of the W. W. Culver Real Estate and
Investment Company. The Culvers sold the house in
1899 to Charles Clear. Clear was a department manager
of the Wrought Iron Range Company.

The Bidgs Hisfaric Walk Ne.d
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) 123 South Gore Ave.

William A. Lognn House {1914, Shirhwaist ﬂfqﬁ.l-h'rﬂn.}
This house is classified as a Shirtwaizst Craftsman becass
of the clapboard first story and the shingled second story.
It has Tudor Revival half-timbers in the Eihlu. It was
built a5 an investment for William A. Logan, whe lived
next door at g South Gore Ave. L.I:IﬁII'l alsa built bwo
Craftsman houses around the corner on Cedar Avene
in IG07.

O 119 South Gore Ave.

George A. Holloway Houwse {1869, Nolianale)

George A. Holloway was a fpecial agent for the Aetna
Insurance Company and served on the National Board af
Fire Insurance Underwriters. He and his wife, Olive,
were both born in Michigan in 1839, They had rwo sons,
George, |r., and Frank. Daring the Civil War, Hnlhww
served as an assistant adjutant general in the Union Army
in southeast Missouri. Cedar Avenue was originally named
Holloway Avenue in the block between Gore and Gray
BVEEVLIES. [:1,.I.TII'I£ the Iﬂgﬂu, the house was owned h}' Laseius
L. Hﬁnﬂn‘nw‘lﬂw. b{l}'erfu-rll'bth‘ﬂl.‘hi [3om Rll'lfe
ﬂmnp;n:,r. ard later 1t was owned b]r William A l.-ﬂslh..

O Tichnomille

The corner of Gore and Cedar avenues was called
“Tichnorville” because Edwin Tichnor built four
Vietorisn Vernaeular houses on South Gore Aveniue
{numbers 100, 112, 118 and 128) and three Victorian
Vernscular houses on West Cedar Avenue (numbers 232,
104, 115 and 119) between 1878 and 1688, Tichnor lived
on South Gore Avenue where the Algonguin Apartments
are today. He was a familiar sight walking through Webster
Groves with his Van Dyke beard, flowing cape and cane.
Tichnor raced to fires to salvage doors, mantles and newel
posts for his new houses. On one sccasion, the burning
house was saved and Tichnor had to replace the doors,

Tuerm left on West Cedar Avenwe,

@ 110 and 118 West Cedar Ave.

Willinm A ]..n!::n Houses f:g:r;r, -ﬂ'rqfnmn,}

In sddition to the home at 123 South Gore Ave,, Williarm
A. Logan built these two Crafisman houses as investments.,
Logan lived arcund the corner at 11§ South Gore Ave.

O 123 West Cedar Ave.

Catherine Gore House (1891, American Fouriguare)
Catherine {KJE:.I} Gore was born in Boston in 1854 and
carne 1o 3. Loviswith her parenits, Stephen and Mary Crore,
in 1838. Her oldest brother, Stephen, Jr., went into the
wholesale grocery business with John Philip Helfenstein,

Wabstar Graved Higtarieal Batinly

Afier her father died. Catherine moved to Webster
Ciroves with another brother, William, and her mother.
I 1857, Willinm and his mather purchased forey acres
bounded by Lockwood, Gray, Swon, and Elm avenues,
where they farmed and had an orchard. Stephen Gore
and John Helfenstein both moved o Webster Groves
during the Civil War, and Stephen built a store on
Losclkwood at the head of what is now Gore Avenue.
During the Civil War, one of the Gore brothers fough:
in the Confederate Army, and another brother, ﬂbIjI.h.
El.‘.ll.l-[hl in the Union Army with General Sherman,

Catherine's I'l1.ll'l'il.E'l!' ended in divorce, and she toak
hack her maiden name for herself and her san, Frederick
Gare. Dl,l.'l'i.l'l.!’ the Civil War, Aunt Kl.l.j. as she was called
bﬁl all ithe Helfensteins and Gores and maost af the
residenis of Websier Groves, worked dilig:nll}' far the
Western Sanitary Commission. the forerunner of the
Red Cross. She attended the wounded soldiers in the
S-nﬂ;lr:r Commiztion huipﬂlh im 51, Louis, and she
made bandages and planned fund -raising emertainment
t the old Webster College for Boys. After the war she
eontinued 1o plan entertainment for the Women's
Associntion of the Congregational Church wilh her
friend, Mrs, William M. Plant. She worked tirelessly

for the Women's Temperance Union, and she served on
the board of the 5t. Louis Protestant Orphans Home
with Mrs, Edward Avery and Mrs. Alfred Lee.

Catherine buili this house for herself the same year she
built s house at If,.E GaTr Awe, for her son, Frederiek, and
his wife, Jennie Simmons. In 1907, Catherine slipped on
the polished floor at the Orphans Home and broke her
hip. She remained an invalid for the rest of her life, living
with her son and daughter-in-law,

O Robert L. Mackey Houses

As you continue down West Cedar Avenue, you'll see
four homes built by Robert L. Mackey in the early 1900s.
Most of the houses he built were modest Crafisman
houses or Bungalows and were covered wilh dark brown
shingles. Mackey followed patterns from The Crafisman
magazing, and he may have used mail -order kits from
Sears, Rocbuck & Co. because his houses are all similar,
Mackey's houses on Cedar Avenue and at the intersection
of Elm Avenue and Jackson Road were affordable encugh
12 allow young men who worked in the cty to move their
farmilies 1o the suburbs where the summers were cooler
anad l;hq,' eould ¢njn].- the new suburkan |if=:.trir.

Mackey built the Shirtwaist Craftsman house at 124 Wesn
Cedar Ave, in 1908; the Shingle Craftsman house at
125 West Cedar Ave. in 1909; the Shingle Style house

at 138 West Cedar Ave. in 1911; and the Crafisman houase
&t 142 West Cedar Ave. in 1915,

“hn'}au reach Grqr..lmuw. furn r@ﬁrfa laak @l the ackanls that
haee long anchored this meighborhood.

The Ridge Historic Walk Ma.d
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222 West Cedar Ave.

Bristol Primary School (1955, Madern)

This schaol, which faces Cedar Avenwe, was one of the
first projects for the fledgling architectu ral firm af
Hellmuth, Obata and Kassabaum, now known the world
over as HOK. The design received much anention as an
exciting early example of modern schoal architecture and

introduced the idea of a modern corporate campus as a
neighborhood school.

20 Gray Ave,

Bristol Elementary School (1920, Crafteman)

The Webster Groves School District was organized in
1868, and fis first elementary classes were held ot Chapel
Crove Seminary, the private school built by John Philip
Helfenstein, Robert Studley and Willism Plant just
northwest of here on Lockwood Avenue, The seminary
was also used by the Congregational Church and Webster
Groves Presbyterian Church For services before these
churches built their own sanciusries, In 1869, & two-story,
white frame Webster School was built st this sddress.

In 1916, the name was changed 1o Brisol School, after
Dir. Bennett | . Bristol. The present building, built in
1520, was designed by William B. Irtner, a 50, Louis
architect nationally famous for designing beautiful schools.,

Contimue om Gray Avenue unfbil pou reach Weet Lockweod Averue
whire your wolking tour begon.

Wabiler Groved Higtorieal Setiaty

Thank you for taking a walk

through Webster Groves history.

The Hitanc Webiter Walk Seried has been oreafed fo fromide residents
and visitors with a fook inside the unigue character of Webster Groves,
Mo. The walks and guidebooks are desgned so that individuwals,
schaols, scouts and ather groups can Iailor the walks o their omn pace

Endlpumrufur Imlnesls.

Additional Webster Woilks are aoailable, each antf—ae'hil'rgnn a .lib-m_llfr
nr.gﬁb-:—%am'. |!L|.u.'e wowld like bo make o tox- dedwctible comfribution
o J-LIIDFG-"I this |."1|tlclr|'q:|l1|'_|bmu_l|:r!. p|nzu.- .":-uh__;wr rle.l'Pp'-ul:lrr fo
the Webster Groves Historical Society and mail it to 1155 5. Rock Hill
Road, Webster Grover, Mo, G4109.

For further information or if pow mowld like fo broome o member of ife
Webster Groves Hirtorical Society, please write 1 ot the above oddres,
eall 314968, 1776 or wint us ol waw, hitoriceskater. org
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The Ridge at Rock Hill Road Site Overview

zoo-2048 West Lockwood Ave.,
The Webster Company Building, 1923

211 West Lockwood Ave., Straub’s Grocery Store, 19506

231 West Lockwood Ave,,
Reliable Life Insurance Company, 1969

Nu:rt]'nm:t Cur.n-l:r.
Lockwood Avenue and Rock Hill Eoad, o 1540

730 West Lockwood Ave., Rockwood Court Apartments, 1928
71 South Rock Hill Road, Charles 5. Blood House, 1908
25 South Rock Hill Road, Robert H. Gross House, 1907
45 South Rock Hill Road, James L. Sloss House, 1909

47 South Reck Hill Road,
Carrie Helfenstein Simmons House, 1910

168 South Rock Hill Road, Frank ), Bayless House, 1509

135 South Rock Hill Road,
John Philip Helfenstein House, 1860

215 West Swon Ave., Alexander Pierce House, 1509
2605 Blackmer Place, Albert Blackmer Hause, 1927
225 Blackmer Place, Robert P. Studley House, 1865
265 Blackmer Place, Wilford P. Joy House, 1925

MNorthwest Corner, Swon Avenue and Jefferson Road,
N.D. Thompsan's Stome Wall

141 Jefferson Road, George H. Bowles House, 1916
135 Jefferson Road, Fred B. Mott House, 1912
Northeast Corner, Jefferson Road and Swon Avenue,

Frederick S. Plant Wildlife Sanctuary, 1939
764 Jefferson Road, Edward P. Rice House, 1866
364 Gray Ave., Warren H. Simmons House, 1553

351 Gray Ave., Alexander P. Robinson House, 1850
348 Gray Ave., Edwin Gloor House, 1907

326 Gray Ave., |. E. Holland House, 1926

337 Gray Ave., William L. Wright House, 1901

312 and 228 Gray Ave., Richard Ghiselin Houses, 1589

231 Gray Ave., Gertrude, Blanche,
Hattic and Eugenie Brooks House, 1901

224 Gray Ave., Robert Thompson House, 1887
156 Gray Ave., Frederick H. Gore House, 1851
140, 130, 120 and 104 West 5-91& Ave.,

Kate G. Thompson Houses, 1897
125 Wesi Swon Ave,, Ben B, Foster House, 1909
131 South Gore Ave., Henry H. Culver House, 1856
1273 South Gore Ave., William A. Logan House, 1914
119 South Gore Ave., George A. Holloway House, 1865
Tichnarville, Gore and Cedar Avenues
110 and 118 West Cedar Ave., William A, Logan Houses, 190
123 West Cedar Ave., Catherine Gore House, 1891
Robert L. Mackey Houses, West Cedar Avenue
222 West Cedar Ave., Bristal Primary School, 1955
20 Gray Ave., Bristal Elementary School, 1920
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