
more proud! Itõs such an 

honor and I thank each 

and every one of you for 

your support and contri-

butions to the Society 

whether financial or time. 

We must be doing some-

thing right around here! 

Thank you for allowing 

me to be involved with 

this organization, and I 

appreciate the hard work 

done by so many to keep 

the Society operational. I 

hope and we continue our 

focus on preserving the 

history and heritage of 

this great community.  

Sincerely, 

Becky Blair 
beckyblair1964@sbcglobal.net 

Dear Friends, 

Another New Year and 

weõve hit the ground run-

ning once again! I hope 

the rundown of events 

the Board has chosen will 

be of interest to you. This 

year weõll continue our 

everlasting work and up-

keep on our beloved 

Hawken House. Weõre in 

the process of renovating 

the bathroom in the gift 

shop. This project is long 

overdue. Some of you 

have commented on verti-

cal cracks in the  back of 

our house. Wellñwhat 

do you do? Any engineer 

will tell you that a brick 

house 153 years of age 

which was physically 

moved mid-twentieth 

century may have a few 

issues! No worries, sheõs 

in good hands! 

Good News. It appears 

The Webster Groves Histori-

cal Society is a recipient of 

one of the Heart of Gold 

Awards from the City of 

Webster Groves. There 

will be a banquet sched-

uled for February 5th 

where our award will be 

presented. We couldnõt be 

Letter from the President 
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Special points of 

interest:  

§ An excerpt from Shawn 

Greeneõs book on 

Turkey Day 

§ Articles on Upcoming 

Events 

§ A form so you can 

become or renew your 

membership now! 
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The Firing of  James T. Hixson 
Every great book has 

a villain and the story of the 
Turkey Day Game has one 
too.  Although he is only 
briefly discussed, Willard 
Goslin came to the Webster 
Groves School District in 
1929 as the Superintendent, 
succeeding William A. Gore. 

In broad, general 
strokes, Webster Groves can 
be described in its early years 
as a Scotch-Irish-
Presbyterian community in 
south-central St. Louis 
County.  It quickly rose in 
size and influence and with 
its quick growth came the 
notion that its residents were 
òsnooty.ó  These are feelings 
that to this day are expressed 

by octogenarian òold-timersó 
from the surrounding areas 
of Kirkwood and Maple-
wood. 

Two men who ar-
rived in Webster Groves in 
summer 1907 were chiefly 
responsible for guiding and 
building the school district to 
its overwhelming success:  
James T. Hixson and Chas. 
A. Roberts.  Both gentlemen 
came from Northeast Mis-
souri and brought with them 
conservative-democratic 
ideals.  By the end of the 
1920s, there was no argu-
ment regarding the success 
that the two men brought 
Webster Groves High 
School ð James Hixson 

brought stoic, gentlemanly 
academia and òUncle Char-
leyó Roberts brought athletic 
championships with some 
mathematics on the side. 

Willard E. Goslin 
was an interesting and ac-
complished person in his 
own right, who was on the 
forefront of a controversial 
method of education known 
as òProgressive.ó  In effect, 
Progressive educators felt 
that students were being 
graded wrongly by objective 
standards and memorization 
of facts and instead should 
be graded as individuals and 
on independent, relative 
growth.  Some of this may 

(Continued on page 4) 



The Great St. Louis Doll Club presents 

Dolls from Storybook Land. Doll companies 

such as Madame Alexander, American Girl, 

Mattel, Vogue, Aranbee, American Charac-

ter, Effanbee and Horsman just to name of 

few, have marketed dolls representing char-

acters from childrenõs books and cartoons 

for well over a century.  These dolls old and 

new will be on display at the Hawken House 

and Hearth Room on Saturday March 6th 

from 10:00 AM ð 3:00 PM.  Tickets are 

$6.00 for adults and $4.00 for 12 and under 

and include admission to the Hawken House 

and Stupp Doll Collection.  Verbal apprais-

als of dolls and teddy bears will be available 

between 11:30 AM and 2:00 at $5.00 each 

with a limit of four items per person. 

4th Annual Webster Kirkwood Friendship Dance 

Dolls from Storybook Land 

Football captains were on hand to greet guests for the 4th annual Web-

ster Kirkwood Friendship Dance held at Sunset Country Club. From 

left are football players Mycole Pruitt, Kirkwood; Aaron Arnold, Web-

ster Groves; Joe Greenstein, Kirkwood; and Ryan Mack, Webster 

Groves. The players flank April Viehmann, Erin Schafers and Laura 

Zarrilli of the Friendship Dance committee. 

The Webster Groves Historical 

Society was again a proud co-

sponsor of this event held 

on Saturday November 21st.  

A sit down dinner was fol-

lowed by a short auction to 

benefit both school districts. 

The dancing and merry 

making ensured that this 

gala will grow to be an im-

portant tradition in the rela-

tionship between the Kirk-

wood and Webster Groves 

communities. 

Wasnõt it grand?  Yes, let us 

not forget that the Webster 

Groves Varsity Football 

Class 5A Team won the 

State Championship. 

Page 2  

WEBSTER GROVES H ISTORICAL  SOCIETY  

NEWSLETTER  

Fall Into Art Show 

On October 22nd, 23rd, and 24th the Hearth 

Room will be the setting for the "Fall into 

Artó Show.  Twelve juried, award winning 

artists will have their works on display.  

There will be an array of mediums which 

include jewelry, sculpture, pottery, glass, fi-

ber and whimsical gifts.  Look for more in-

formation to follow and make sure to mark 

your calendars for this exciting event.  

Donation ñ Thank you! 

We gratefully acknowledge and thank the Honig

-Christie family for their kind donation to the 

Webster Groves Historical Society.  The Honig 

family lived in the Hawken House from 1944 to 

1954 when it was located at 650 West Big Bend.  

What is or was your favorite 

WG sledding hill? 

Our regular schedule resumes as follows:  Tuesday and Thursday - 11:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

      Sunday ï 1:00 p.m. ï 4:00 p.m. 

Many members have chosen to 

use their ticket to the Friend-

ship Dance as a means of re-

newing their Webster Groves 

Historical Society membership 

in the past few years.  It's a fun 

way to help both the Historical 

Society and the School District 

Foundations at the same time 

and participate in a great party.  

Thanks to each of you who 

have chosen that option.  A 

result of the Friendship Dance 

renewal option is the need to 

move the fall membership 

drive to late winter after the 

Dance roster has been final-

ized.  Please expect renewal 

letters in a few weeks 

and look for the 

Honor Roll in our 

spring newsletter. 



Candles were in every 

window, lovely greenery and 

wreaths decorated the 

porches and outside area.  

The feather tree was nicely 

adorned in the guest parlor 

and each room of the 

beautiful Hawken House 

was decorated with lovely 

Victorian décor.  It was 

ready for visitors to enjoy 

our annual Christmas Open 

House on Sunday 

December 6th.  Weõre sure 

the family that lived there 

over 150 years ago would 

have enjoyed the laughter, 

music and holiday festivities. 

To add to the joyful 

atmosphere, the Cooper 

Lane gift shop in the lower 

level was also beautifully 

decorated.  We want to 

thank everyone who helped 

with all the tasteful 

decorations, the docents 

who helped us greet our 

guests and those who 

supplied and served 

refreshments.  In addition 

we would also like to thank 

those who donated baked 

goods and antiques for the 

gift shop.  A special thanks 

to Marilynne Bradley, who 

donated a chance to have a 

beautiful house portrait.  

This was a wonderful 

treasure for the winner and 

we are happy to say that it 

was won by Jane Porchey, 

our Vice President and 

tireless worker at the house.  

Congratulations Jane. 

This day was also enhanced 

by having our first annual 

Christmas Market at the 

Hearth Room.  It was a very 

successful event that 

included 18 vendors who 

sold everything from jewelry 

to Christmas decorations, 

soaps to woolen attire. 

We are currently 

investigating traveling tours 

that would be on display in 

the house.  These include:  

òPhotographs of Charles 

Elliot Gilló, óLewis and 

Clark Across Missourió, 

òThe First Twenty-Five 

Years of the Missouri State 

Fairó and òThe Verdict of 

History ð Examining 

Missouriõs Judicial 

Recordsó. 

Weõre excited about our gift 

shop bathroom being 

renovated.  The newly 

landscaped beds 

surrounding the rebuilt side 

porch look beautiful.  Our 

second shipment of afghans 

came in which include the 

pattern in Wedgwood blue.  

Come in and visit us when 

we re-open on Tuesday 

March 2nd. 

WGHS is looking for volunteers to be docents at The Hawken 

House this spring.  Please contact Betty Ward at 968-1857 to be 

part of our docent team. 

Our docents give tours all year long and assist with all of our 

fund-raising events for our Hawken House.  We wanted to show 

our appreciation by giving a holiday party in their honor.  On 

December 30th most of the docents and some of the husbands 

attended our party at Mollyõs house.  Thanks again ladies! 

SEE OUR HOLIDAY PICTURE ON THE BACK PAGE!  

Betty and Mollyõs Corner 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Wreath over the gift shop hearth  
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Hawken 

House was 

decorated 

with lovely 

Victorian 

décor.  



seem familiar because it is a fundamental debate in the 
schools still today.  The last two paragraphs of Willard 
Goslinõs first letter printed in the 1930 Echo state: 

òWe are now approaching the time when we 
have adequate space for all the pupils who come to 
our doors.  Since the housing problem is nearing 
solution we hope to lend our energies to promoting a 
program of instruction, guidance, and encouragement 
of pupils which will lead each individual to a realiza-
tion of his utmost possibilities.  We invite the co-
operation of students, alumni, faculties, and patrons 
in carrying out our undertaking.ó 

Contrastingly, James Hixson wrote: 
òThe administration of Webster High School 

believes the course of study should be as broad as 
possible, that each student may find subjects that 
appeal to him and in which he is interested.  When 
proper and satisfactory combinations have been 
found and certain adjustments made, success depends 
largely on the efforts put forth by the student.  A few 
failures result from lack of mentality, but the larger 
number is caused by lack of application.  Too many 
want education to come without effort.  Thinking is 
not popular with many students.  It is seldom that a 
student fails who has worked faithfully and systemati-
cally.  Study conditions are important and have much 
to do with success.  Quiet surroundings are essential 
to real study, while excitement is most harmful.  Let 
us reduce our failure list by hard, faithful study rather 
than by making requirements so easy that work is not 
necessary.ó 

In the Webster High School of James Hixson, 
students were expected to learn the Classics and the 
basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic.  In the Echo 
annual it is apparent how well the students had been 
educated based alone on the writing and concepts put 
forth by those students ð without the aid of com-
puters.  The disenrollment rate at Webster High 
School might have been much higher, were it not the 
steadfast desire of students to participate on one of 
Websterõs championship teams that it carried in many 
sports:  Football, basketball, track, rifle, and tennis. 

With Goslinõs arrival came immediate friction 
between him and the school patriarch, James Hixson.  
Goslinõs method of organization was to form groups 
to administer policy and, in effect, to build and bolster 
a much larger school bureaucracy to deal with the 
theory of teaching and how to apply it to the students.  
Ironic to Goslinõs invitation to students, alumni, facul-
ties, and patrons to co-operate on the matter of carry-
ing out this undertaking, Goslin was quite charismatic 
towards those that shared his vision but was discrimi-
natory to those that shared differing opinions.  It so 
happened that James Hixsonõs ideas of education, 
which had already proven highly successful at Web-
ster for 23 years, were not the type of co-operation 
that Goslin desired so he chose to òpromoteó him to 
the position of òDirector of Research,ó replacing him 

(Continued from page 1) with George A. F. Hay as principal.  For the school 
year of 1930-31, it was James Hixsonõs job to visit the 
schools of the Webster School District and compile 
information on the best ways to teach students.  Dur-
ing this year was a loud community tumult for his 
return as principal of the high school, with one of the 
leading voices being that of Charley Roberts. 

By the next school year, James Hixson was 
reinstated as principal of the high school, but an even 
more determined Goslin sought to reorganize the 
power structure at the high school by setting his sights 
to the removal of Charley Roberts as the head coach 
of football, basketball, track, and the head of athletics 
at Webster.  After the first football game of 1932, 
Roberts was forced to step down as football coach in 
a closed meeting and by 1935 he was forced to step 
down as head basketball coach and athletic director.  
With Robertsõ removal from these positions, so began 
the drought of championship teams at Webster high 
school until Goslinõs departure from the District in 
1944. 

In the fall of 1944, Willard Goslin began 
working as Superintendent of the Minneapolis School 
District and during his tenure he was named one of 
the five outstanding public school administrators in 
the country.  In 1948, while serving as Minneapolisõ 
Superintendent, he concurrently held the office of 
president of the American Association of School 
Administrators.  However, increasing public displeas-
ure regarding the bureaucratic and oligarchic struc-
tures that Goslin created at Minneapolis caused him 
to exit his job there for a higher-profile opportunity as 
Superintendent of the Pasadena Public Schools. 

It was in Pasadena that Goslin finally met his 
doom when his oligarchic nature, refusal to work with 
dissenters, and constant need for tax increases to 
finance his new bureaucracy, met with comparison to 
Socialism by a McCarthy-minded Pasadena public.  In 
the summer of 1950, Goslin resigned as Superinten-
dent and Life Magazine published a sympathetic story 
on the incident titled òThis Happened in Pasadenaó.  To 
this day, there is much written about the misunder-
stood martyr that was Willard Goslin and none, until 
now, have written about the controversies that re-
mained the same in every community that he served.  
Such sameness cannot and should not be regarded as 
òmisunderstandingó but rather be considered indica-
tive of the man himself.  Ironically, with the great 
public outcries caused by the removals of James Hix-
son and Charley Roberts, Webster Groves was the 
only job that Willard Goslin left as Superintendent 
where public sentiment was not building to levels that 
might cause his removal. 

 

Shawn Greene is a contributing 

Webster Groves historian and author of 

Turkey Day Game Centennial.. 
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March 6th 10:00 AM ð 3:00 PM:  

Dolls from Storybook Land Show 

ð Hearth Room 

March 21st 3:00 PM: How would 

you like to know whoõs been 

sleeping in YOUR Bedroom?  The 

WGHS will conduct a Winter 

seminar lead by author and society 

member, Kim Woltermann.  Kim 

is an expert on how to research 

your St. Louis County (MO) 

home! 

 
May 2nd: Annual Meeting 

 
June 17th 7:00 PM: ôSixteen in 

Webster Grovesõ  Movie night at 

the Hearth Room.  Weõll supply 

the popcorn! 

 
September 19th: The Great ôpre-

civil warõ Gun Show.  Times and 

place tbd 

 

October: Bus day trip to 

nearby historic town.  Date and 

details tbd 

 
November 7th: Annual 

Christmas Market at the Hearth 

Room.  

Upcoming 2010 

Events 


