Hawken House - 1857

Letter from the President

Dear Friends, the bathroom inthe git mor e pr oud!
Another New Year and shop. This project is long honor and | thank each
~ . overdue. Some of you  and every one of you for
wedve hit the groundd rtﬂ.n- .
) . have commented on verii-your support and contri-
ning once again! | hope . . .
cal cracks in the back of butions to the Society
the rundown of events . . 4
.our house. Wéll what whether financial or time.
the Board has chosen will : .
do you do? Any engineer We must be doing some-
will tell you that a brick  thing right around here!
house 153 years of age
which was physically
moved migtwentieth
century may have a few
i ssues! N o
in good hands!

Thank you for allowing
me to be involved with
this organization, and |

done By s& rﬁahy to keep
the Society operational. |

The Webster Groves Histdaeus on preserving the
cal Soci&dya recipient of history and heritage of
one of the Heart of Gold this great community.
be of interest to you. This Awards from the City of

year wedl | cwebstel Groves. Tieter Sg]cclf;eslﬁir

everlastlng work and up- will be a baanEt sched- beckyblairl964@sbcglobal.net
keep on our beloved uled for February 5th

Hawken Hous ewhereMar@wasd will e

the process of renovatingpr esent ed. We coul dndt

The Firing of James T. Hixson

Every great book hasby o ct o g e n ameirasnghtsoit, dentlemanly
a villain and the story of the from the surroundingareas academi a and

Turkey Day Game has one of Kirkwood and Maple- |l eyd6 Roberts
too. Although he is only wood. championships with some
briefly discussed, Willard Two men who ar- mathematics on the side.
Goslin came to the Webster rived in Webster Groves in Willard E. Goslin

Groves School Districtin ~ summer 1907 were chiefly was an interesting and ac-
1929 as the Superintendent, responsible for guiding and complished person in his
succeeding William A. Gore. building the school district to own right, who was on the
In broad, general its overwhelming success: forefront of a controversial
strokes, Webster Groves canlames T. Hixson and Chas. method of education known
be described in its early yeard. Roberts. Both gentlemenas O Pr ogr es s

as a Scotehish- came from Northeast Mis-  Progressive educators felt
Presbyterian community in  souri and brought with them that students were being
southcentral St. Louis conservativeemocratic graded wrongly by objective

County. It quickly rose in ideals. By the end of the  standards and memorization

size and influence and with 1920s, there was no argu- of facts and instead should

its quick growth came the  ment regarding the success be graded as individuals and

notion that its residents werethat the two men brought  on independent, relative
osnooty. o T hWwebster Graves Higre e | igrogtls. Some of this may
that to this day are expresse®choob James Hixson (Continued on pagé)

Good News. It appears hope and we continue our
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|Special peintsof  a n

interest:

§ An excerpt from Shawn
Greeneds

Turkey Day

§ Articles on Upcoming

Events

appreciate the hard work § A form so you can
(] sheos

become or renew your
membership now!
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4th Annual Webster Kirkwood Friendship Dance

The Webster Groves Histoyldahy members have chosef to

Football captains were on hand to greet guests fdr #madal Web-

ster Kirkwood Friendship Dance held at Sunset Country Club. Fromot forget that the Webster
left are football players Mycole Pruitt, Kirkwood; Aaron Arnold, Wefsroves Varsity Football
ster Groves; Joe Greenstein, Kirkwood; and Ryan Mack, Webster Class 5A Team won the
Groves. The players flank April Viehmann, Erin Schafers and Laur&tate Championship.

Zarrilli of the Friendship Dance committee.

Societyas again a proud-cq
sponsor of this event held
on Saturday Novembers21
A sit down dinner was fol-
lowed by a short auction td
benefit both school districty
The dancing and merry
making ensured that this
gala will grow to be an im-
portant tradition in the rela
tionship between the Kirk-
wood and Webster Groves
communities.

Wasndt iYes, lgtusan

’Society and the School Distr
Foundations at the same time

..aal spring newsletter.

use their ticket to the Friend-
ship Dance as a means of re

newing their Webster Grove$
ip

Historical Society membersH

in the past few years. It's a fun

way to help both the Historid

and participate in a great pa
Thanks to each of you who

have chosen that option. A
result of the Friendship Dand
renewal option is the need tg
move the fall membership

drive to late winter after the
tance roster has been final-
ized. Please expect renewal
letters in a few week
and look for the

Honor Roll in our

LS ™

Our regular schedule resumes as followsTuesday and ThursdayL1:00 a.m- 3:30 p.m.
Sundayi 1:00 p.mi 4:00 p.m.

2

ct

Dolls from Storybook LandFall Into Art Show

The Great St. Louis Doll Club presents

On October 2

® 23d and 2# the Hearth

Dolls from Storybook Land. Doll companies Room will be the setting for thedll into

such as Madame Alexander, American Girl,Artd
Mattel, Vogue, Aranbee, American Charac- artists will have their works on display.
ter, Effanbee and Horsman just to name of There will be an array of mediums which
few, have marketed dolls repres_enting charinclude jewelry, sculpture, pottery, glass, fi-
from childrendsnglRmslta gits" 1ok o hdredr? N S
for well over a century. These dolls old andformation to follow and make sure to mark

new will be on display at the Hawken Houspx/our calendars for this exciting event.
and Hearth Room on Saturday Matth 6

from 10:00 AMD 3:00 PM. Tickets are
$6.00 for adults and $4.00 for 12 and under

acters

Sho

w. Twel ve |

and include admission to the Hawken HousPonatioi Thank you!
and Stupp Doll Collection. Verbal apprais-

als of dolls and teddy bears will be availableV

between 11:30 AM and 2:00 at $5.00 each -Christie family for their kind donation to the

with a limit of four items per person.

ur i

e gratefully acknowledge and thank the Honig

Webster Groves Historical Society. The Honig
family lived in the Hawken House from 1944 to

1954 when it was located at 650 West Big Bend.
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Betty and Mol |l yds

Candles were in every those who donated baked
window, lovely greenery andjoods and antiques for the
wreaths decorated the gift shop. A special thanks

porches and outside area. to Marilynne Bradley, who
The feather tree was nicely donated a chance to have a
adorned in the guest parlor beautiful house portrait.

and each room of the This was a wonderful
beautiful Hawken House treasure for the winner and
was decorated with lovely we are happy to say that it
Victorian décor. It was was won by Jane Porchey,
ready for visitors to enjoy our Vice President and . .

our annual Christmas Opentireless worker at the house.Years of the Missouri State

House on Sunday Congratulations Jane. E_a ! %E and 0The Verdict of
December ®. We 6 r Istoryd Examining

This day vas also enhancedy e i i
the family that lived there bylhavilrillgwourfirst annual dR/I' SSo 3 riés Judici alayken
over 150 years ago would ecordso.

Christmas Market at the
. . . e .
have enjoyed the laughter, Hearth Room. It Wasaverywe 5re excited abbeueevwvasr gi ft

music and holiday festlvmessu ccessful event that shop b?tZro$? being: decorated
To add to the joyful included 18 vendors who 'chovated. 1he newly

Wreath over the gift shop hearth

atmosphere, the Cooper  sold everything from jewelr)Jandscag.e d ttf ds built sid with lovely
Lane gift shop in the lower to Christmas decorations, surrohuln 'E% etr_(fa\ IUIOSI €
level was also beautifully soaps to woolen attire. porch look beauliful. ur Victorian
decorated. We want to W I second shipment of afghans

' e are current ' ich i
thank everyone who helped. y came in which include the décor.

investigating traveling tours pattern in Wedgwood blue.
that would be on display in Come in and visit us when
the house. These include: we reopen on Tuesday
oOPhotographs marehallhar |l es
EIll i ot Gill o6, 6Lewi s and
Clark Acros AW T
0The Fi rFve

with all the tasteful
decorations, the docents
who helped us greet our
guests and those who
supplied and served
refreshments. In addition
we would also like to thank

Volunteer Opportunities

WGHS is looking for volunteers to be docents at The Haw

part of our docent team. 3
. L 18
Our docents give tours all year long and assist with all of ¢ &
fund-raising events for our Hawken House. We wanted tof
our appreciation by giving a holiday party in their honor.
December 30most of the docents and some of the husba

attended our party at Mol l
SEE OUR HOLIDAY PICTURE ON THE BACK PAGE!



Upcoming 2010

Events

March 6h10:00 AMS 3:00 PM
Dolls from Storybook Land Shqg
d Hearth Room

March 21st 3:00 PMHow would
you | i ke to kn
sleeping in YOUR Bedroom? T
WGHS will conduct a Winter
seminar lead by author and soq

member, Kim Woltermann. Kim

is an expert on how to research
your St. Louis County (MO)
home!

May 2nd: Annual Meeting

June 1% 7:00 PM 60Si xt
Webster Groves
the Hearth RooO
the popcorn!

September 19th T he Gi
civil war d Gun
place thd

October: Bus day trip to
nearby historic town. Date an
details tbd

November 7th Annual
Christmas Market at the Hearth
Room.

W
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The Firing of James T. Hixson (continued)

(Continued from pagt) with George A. F. Hay as principal. For the school
seem familiar because it is a fundamental debate irydae of 193G 1 , it was James Hi xs
schools still today. The last two paragraphs of Willaahools of the Webster School District and compile
Goslinés first [Eehstatee r pinformatioe ah the best weysto tdaéh3Itddents. Dur-
OWe are now appr oac hingmti yearhvas atoiidrocenmunitygumultvios his
have adequate space for all the pupils who come taeturn as principal of the high school, with one of the
our doors. Since the housing problem is nearing leading voices being that of Charley Roberts.
solution we hope to lend our energies to promoting a By the next school year, James Hixson was
program of instruction, guidance, and encouragemeeinstated as principal of the high school, but an even
of pupils which will lead each individual to a realizamore determined Goslin sought to reorganize the
tion of his utmost possibilities. We invite the co  power structure at the high school by setting his sights
operation of students, alumni, faculties, and patronso the removal of Charley Roberts as the head coach
in carrying out our un doéfootbalkbaskethalldtrack, and the head of athletics
Contrastingly, James Hixson wrote: at Webster. After the first football game of 1932,
0The administrati on RobertsWasHscedea stepldowntas fGothdll @aadh in
believes the course of study should be as broad asa closed meeting and by 1935 he was forced to step
possible, that each student may find subjects that down as head basketball coach and athletic director.
appeal to him and in which he is interested. WhenWi t h Robertsé removal fror
proper and satisfactory combinations have been the drought of championship teams at Webster high
found and certain adjustments made, success dependsh o o | unt il Gosl inds dep
largely on the efforts put forth by the student. A fevi944.
failures result from lack of mentality, but the larger In the fall of 1944, Willard Goslin began
number is caused by lack of application. Too manyworking as Superintendent of the Minneapolis School
want education to come without effort. Thinking is District and duringis tenure he was named one of
0 Wbt populer @ith mdhestidents. It is seldom that athe five outstanding public school administrators in
hestudent fails who has worked faithfully and systemati-h e count r vy. In 1948,
cally. Study conditions are important and have mu&uperintendent, he concurrently held the office of
ietlp do with success. Quiet surroundings are essentipfesident of the American Association of School
o real study, while excitement is most harmful. LetAdministrators. However, increasing public displeas-
us reduce our failure list by hard, faithful study ratherre regarding the bureaucratic and oligarchic struc-
than by making requirements so easy that work is rtates that Goslin created at Minneapolis caused him
necessary.o to exit his job there for a high@ofile opportunity as
In the Webster High School of James Hixsor§uperintendent of the Pasadena Public Schools.
students were expected to learn the Classics and the It was in Pasadena that Goslin finally met his
basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic. IEthe doom when his oligarchic nature, refusal to work with
annual it is apparent how well the students had beatissenters, and constant need for tax increases to
educated based alone on the writing and concepts findnce his new bureaucracy, met with comparison to
forth by those studen@swithout the aid of com- Socialism by a McCartiminded Pasadena public. In
€fitBrs. THé disenroliment rate at Webster High ~ the summer of 1950, Goslin resigned as Superinten-
0 Schddl anight eave Belergrudh highér, were it not thdent and.ifeMagazingublished a sympathetic story
m steadfagy dedite bf stiglents to pagticipate ononeobon t he | nThidenHappe¢dmd ion
Websterds champi onshi p thissdlaymtsereis mach written abowt thernisender-i n
sports: Football, basketball, track, rifle, and tennis.stood martyr that was Willard Goslin and none, until
With Goslinds arr i v anbw, lcagernwetten amoutehd coattoversiésrithatecet i
ebatweenghig angl the school patriarch, James Hixsonained the same in every community that he served.
Sapwi ndsTimgadhogdn @f or g aSuchzameness cannatared shoudd nét berregarded as u
to administer policy and, in effect, to build and bolst&grmi sunder st andingdé but rat
a much larger school bureaucracy to deal with the tive of the man himself. Ironically, with the great
theory of teaching and how to apply it to the studenpsiblic outcries caused by the removals of James Hix-
Il ronic to Goslinds i nv isbnandCbanleyRaberts, Wehdter Gtowes wastheu mn
ties, and patrons to-operate on the matter of carry-only job that Willard Goslin left as Superintendent
ing out this undertaking, Goslin was quite charismatitere public sentiment was not building to levels that
towards those that shared his vision but was discrimmight cause his removal.
natory to those that shared differing opinions. It so

happened that James Hi xsonghawn Greeng is@fcorttributingt i on,
which had already proven highly successful at Web\'/\lebster Groves historian and author of
ster for 23 years, were not the type aferation .
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